
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  R E S E A R C H  C E N T R E

A collaboration between the University of British Columbia (UBC) 
and Yangon University of Economics (YUE) has enabled two young 
academics to pursue their passion for research and build essential 
confidence and skills so their studies will make a difference to their 
home country of Myanmar.

Khin Yu Yu Win and Aung Ko Ko arrived in Vancouver in the dead 
of winter, on December 30, 2017, to take up their places for one 
semester on UBC’s Master of Public Policy and Global Affairs. Yu Yu is 
a final year student of Public Administration at YUE, who co-founded 
the Gender Academy as part of her hope to make an impact on 
women’s empowerment. Ko Ko is a medical doctor by training who 
has been working in the public health sector since 2009.

Both students overcame challenges of language, weather, and tuition 
styles on arrival at UBC. In Myanmar, students are taught in a linear 
style, with teachers delivering lectures to classes with as many as 70 
students at a time. This contrasts with classes at UBC, which focus on 
interaction, dialogue, discussions, and debates.

“One of the things that I learned was diversity”, said Ko Ko. “I found a 
lot of people around the world coming here for their study. They have 
their different belief, culture, and background. Though we come from 

different culture and background, we live here peacefully helping 
and understanding each other. As my country, Myanmar, is a country 
with more than 100 ethnic groups, we are now trying to engage each 
other for building well developed democratic nation, we need this 
kind of value and understanding with each other”.

Both students became actively involved in both formal and 
extracurricular talks and events while at UBC, and declared 
themselves more confident and skilled in many aspects of research 
by the end. Before leaving, they presented their research projects 
to the UBC faculty and students, and to the IDRC K4D Myanmar 
Initiative, which supports the collaboration. UBC judged the students 
to be in a strong position to complete their ambitious projects upon 
return to Myanmar, and pledged to support the publication and 
dissemination of their papers.

Both Yu Yu and Ko Ko promised to continue the positive benefits of 
the program on their return to Myanmar, by holding training sessions 
with colleagues and YUE students to disseminate the knowledge and 
skills gained. In 2018, Ko Ko volunteered to serve as a facilitator in  the 
second summer program by UBC in Yangon, which targets young 
faculty who will be training the new generation of emerging leaders in 
this prestigious University in Myanmar. 
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Recommendations of a research report on ICTs produced by 
LIRNEasia with support from IDRC and Myanmar ICT for Development 
Organization (MIDO) are influencing telecommunications policy in 
the country. The findings have found their way into the consultation 
document on the reform of the sector published in January 2018. This 
national debate will feed into the development of a new Myanmar 
Universal Service Strategy (USS) policy.

The report, Mobile phones, Internet, information and knowledge: 
Myanmar 2016, shows that people are accessing and using mobiles 
and ICTs more than ever before, with rapid rises in ownership and 
use since market liberalization in 2013.

The research carried out 7,204 surveys across Myanmar between 
June and August 2016. It found that household ownership of 
mobile phones stood at 83%, up from 57% in 2015, with each 
household owning an average of 2.3 mobile phones. More 
individuals now own their own phones, but there is a gender gap, 
with men nearly one-third more likely to own a mobile phone 
than women. 

Only 3% of people have ever used a computer, but nearly half of the 
people who own their own smart phone use it to access data. Of 
these, 35% use it to access Facebook. Most people felt that being 

Research to policy – influencing telecommunications reform
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Growth in the Greater Mekong Sub-Region (GMS) has been 
phenomenal in the last few decades, fuelled by increases in 
manufacturing capacity and an associated expansion in waged 
labour. Understanding the aspirations of young women and men 
is crucial to plan for a country’s development, so that it optimizes 
employability. A recent report conducted by IDRC Research 
Awardee Jonathan De Luca, Youth Aspirations and Wellbeing in 
Industrializing Secondary Cities in Myanmar and Vietnam, seeks to 
do just that.

The research, which took place in two secondary cities, Quy 
Nhon in Vietnam and Dawei in southern Myanmar, concluded 
that young people were not interested in the opportunities 
from industrial development, but rather wanted to improve 
their wellbeing. It found that policy-makers and business leaders 
mistakenly believed that young people’s motivations centred 
around high salaries, while not recognizing their true aspirations 
of adequate health, spending time with family, and having 
opportunities to develop and use skills.

The study found significant differences between women and men 
that were common across both cities and skill levels. For example, 
women overwhelmingly aspired to find lower-skilled jobs than their 
male counterparts. Despite the many differences, both men and 
women stated a preference for self-employment over waged work. 
As one interviewee explained, “I have freedom as I am working my 
own jobs so I don’t need to be under control of someone else”.

The young people didn’t see themselves achieving their career 
objectives through traditional education: this may explain why so few 
go on to further education. 

Understanding youth desires and motivations for better interventions
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able to act or contact others in the case of an emergency was the 
biggest advantage of having a mobile phone. 

The report made recommendations on the affordability and 
ownership of mobile phones, as well as how to tackle the low level of 
digital skills found in the country. All three sets of recommendations 
have been drawn upon in the consultation document. For example, 
the USS is proposing to support digital literacy and ICT training 
projects. These can take place in the digital learning centers, but can 
also be offered by other organizations separately.

The full report can be accessed here. 
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Climate change:
AQUADAPT Mekong (2017-2020) is a project 
which aims to assist fish farmers in five 
Mekong countries, including Myanmar, to 
manage climate-related risks. The result of a 
scale-up of a successful project in Thailand, 
the project will jointly evaluate and support 
the development or uptake of promising 
innovations, so helping to improve climate 
adaptation capacities. The project has three 
themes: first, communications and social 
media to provide information; second, 
innovative technology; and third, finance 
(through mutual schemes).

Agriculture and food 
security:
A new project Climate and 
Nutrition Smart Villages as 
Platforms to Address Food 
Insecurity in Myanmar (2018-
2021) was launched in January 
2018 in Myanmar. Led by the 
International Institute of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR) and its local 
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23 July 2018: May Sabe Phyu, Director of the Gender Equality 
Network, shared her insights on the pathways to gender equality 
as part of the IDRC Myanmar Speaker Series. Ms Phyu – who co-
founded the Kachin Women Peace Network – has been integral to 
the development of the country’s National Strategic Plan for the 
Advancement of Women and the country’s first law on violence 
against women.

30 May 2018: Organized by the Canadian International Council 
with support from IDRC, Bob Rae, Special Envoy to Myanmar gave 
a talk at the University of Toronto entitled “Tell Them We’re Human: 
What the Rohingya Crisis Tells Us About the World and Canada’s 
Foreign Policy Choices”. The former Member of Parliament discussed 
his views of the humanitarian situation, based on extensive travels 
in the region between October 2017 and March 2018. He outlined 
recommendations on how Canada and allies should respond to 
help Rohingya Muslim refugees. 

23 March 2018: IDRC and Grow Asia organized a research-to-
policy side event at the 4th Canada–ASEAN Business Council 
Business Forum being held in Singapore. The purpose of the 
event, “Trade, Value Chains and Sustainable Development in 
Southeast Asia”, was twofold. First, to present the work of IDRC 

partners, its goal is to test innovative ways to build the resilience of the 
country’s smallholder farming households towards food security, using 
action research in four villages in Myanmar. This research is expected to 
provide strategic support to the Myanmar Climate-Smart Agriculture 
Strategy of the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation. 

Knowledge for Democracy (K4D) Myanmar Initiative:
Five new projects have been launched as part of the K4D Myanmar 
Initiative to investigate the role of gender equality in decentralization: 

Research projects on women’s political participation: 
•     Engendering Women’s Political Recruitment and Participation in 

Myanmar, (2018–2021)
•     Barriers and pathways to women’s political participation in 

Myanmar: Gender Equality and Decentralization (2018–2021)

Research projects on gender budgeting and public services:
•     Delivery of Public Services in Ethnic Minority States (2018–2021) 
•     Gender Budgeting: Preferences, Policies and Impact  (2018–2021)

Research project that bridges the economic and political 
empowerment of women:
•     Pathways to economic and political empowerment for ethnic 

minority women in Myanmar (2018–2020) 

on trade and value chains to the Canada–ASEAN business 
community; and second, to take stock of relevant knowledge 
from the centre’s different projects, establish synergies, and 
start building a network of experts and practitioners, aiming to 
improving global value chains. 

4–5 February 2018: Partners in the Myanmar Initiative attended 
the 7th Annual Regional Meeting of IDRC’s Think Tank Initiative in 
Bangladesh: Centre for Economic and Social Development (CESD) , 
Advancing life and regenerating motherland (ALARM), and Centre 
for Development and Ethnic Studies (CDES). They were actively 
engaged with other organizations and researchers from 14 leading 
think tanks from five countries in South Asia, with whom they 
discussed possible future collaborations.

Recent events

New projects

Agri-mobile app now 
launched throughout 
Myanmar
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National Policy Assessments: 
Myanmar

This country study examines the 
incentives to the private sector for 
investing in adaptation and climate 
resilient development. The study is 
part of the “Mobilizing Private Sector 
Investment in Adaptation to Climate 
Change” project, and accompanies 
five other assessments of countries 
vulnerable to climate-related hazards 

being carried out by BSR in collaboration with IDRC. The report also 
aims to provide potential policy recommendations for the Burmese 
government to increase private sector investment to build a more 
resilient society.

Research Study Series

A set of 12 studies has been published 
as part of a collaboration with the 
Regional Center for Social Science and 
Sustainable Development (RCSD) at 
the Chiang Mai University, entitled 
“Examining Burma’s Development: 
A Research Fellowship Program”. The 
research, carried out by regional partners 
with guidance from RCSD, explores the 
impacts of regionalization and economic 

development in a number of areas. The studies focus in particular 
on transnational migration, urban development and the impacts 
of environmental changes on a variety of social groups, as well as 
on poverty and health. The publications, a mix of monographs and 
working papers, are available on the RCSD website.

Knowledge for Democracy Myanmar

Knowledge for Democracy Myanmar aims to build the capacity of 
leaders to carry out research and evidence-based policymaking 
with a focus on inclusive economic policies and democratic laws 
and standards. This five-year, $10.7 million initiative is funded by 
Canada through the IDRC and the Global Affairs Canada.

Produced by Knowledge for Democracy Myanmar, the “Inclusive 
Myanmar” newsletter covers stories and activities related to this 
initiative and other IDRC research activities involving Myanmar.  
To receive future editions of this newsletter, please write to 
myanmar@idrc.ca.

International Development Research Centre 
PO Box 8500, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1G 3H9 
Phone : +1 613-696-2203 
Fax: +1 613-238-7230 
Email: myanmar@idrc.ca 
www.idrc.ca/myanmar

Part of Canada’s foreign affairs and development efforts, IDRC 
invests in knowledge, innovation, and solutions to improve the lives 
of people in the developing world. 
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New publications

Parliamentary Research Training Manual

On June 25, 2018, the Parliamentary Centre and 
the Enlightened Myanmar Research Foundation 
(EMReF) launched a Parliamentary Research 
Training Manual, the first tool of its kind available 
in the country. The launch was part of a broader 
roundtable which reviewed the experiences of a 
pilot project to assess and strengthen the research 
capacity of the Shan State Hluttaw, Myanmar’s 
largest and most ethnically diverse sub-national 
parliament. Under the project, members and staff 
of the Shan State Hluttaw developed practical 
parliamentary research skills; applied them to their 

work; and formulated priorities for the long-term 
strengthening of the Hluttaw’s research capacity.

Like their peers around the world, Myanmar’s 
legislators need access to independent, reliable 
information and analysis in order to make 
informed decisions. With this in mind, the  
manual includes detailed guidance on how to 
assess needs, design, and implement projects 
focused on building the research capacity of 
parliaments, and draws on lessons learned from 
the IDRC funded project. It also includes a section 
on gender-sensitive research. See Manual in 
English and Myanmar version.


